We recently reported a sensitivity of 56% using spontaneously expectorated sputum stained with the PCP-DFA,10 comparable to the sensitivity reported with induced sputum by many centers.24 However, the conclusions that could be drawn from this study were somewhat limited by the lack of a comparison group who underwent sputum induction. In the current study, we report the CHEST/113/6/JUNE, 1S
the mid-1980s that the examination of sputum induced by the inhalation of hypertonic saline solution was frequently diagnostic for PCP.23 Thereafter, this method of diagnosis generally For editorial comment see page 1443 became the first employed when PCP was suspected.
While sputum induction may be less invasive to the method of obtaining the first sputum sample (induced vs expectorated). There were no statisti¬ cally significant differences between the groups. Figure 1 shows the ultimate outcome for each patient. 
